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P100 – Basic Boxed Tote 

 

This lovely 12.5” high x 14” wide x 3” deep bag 

is simple and fun to make. It’s an excellent 

beginner project or perfect as a blank canvas for 

whatever creative changes you’d like to make.  

 

If you’ve sewn a bag before, you may notice 

some steps that are different from what you’re 

used to. I’d encourage you to read through each 

section first before beginning those steps. You’ll 

see that I’m a huge fan of three things – 

efficiency, excellence in craftsmanship, and slow 

sewing even with a machine.  

 

I hope you’ll thoroughly enjoy each step of 

creating this bag. Don’t race. Slow steady. 

Admire your stitches. Press carefully. Pat your 

fabric. Let creating the bag nurture you. Most of 

us don’t need another bag; we need another 

creative journey.  

 

- Myrna 

 

 

 

About Bags by Myrna  

 

The 2020 pandemic changed life for many of us with both positive and difficult shifts. In 

my life, the most significant was with relationships which then impacted finances. Going 

forward, I needed an engaging project to aid with healing and as a way to earn income 

in my now single retirement. I've been sewing bags for myself and as gifts for years - 

decades actually - and love the endless ways there are to fill this form. I knew I wasn’t 

alone and that others loved bags as much as I do. I am looking forward to sharing what 

I know and what I'm learning through patterns, articles, videos, and workshops. Please 

consider subscribing for updates on my website – www.bagsbymyrna.com.  

 

https://www.bagsbymyrna.com/subscribe
http://www.bagsbymyrna.com/


 

 
 

AND… could I please ask you to respect the copyright on this pattern. If you want to sew 

bags to sell at a local craft fair, that’s fine. I think you could have a lot of fun with this 

pattern and it’s a quick and easy sew, just perfect for craft fairs. If you want to mass 

produce bags in a factory somewhere, consider developing your own pattern that you 

can be proud of. It’s so simple, there’s no need to copy. If you want to give this pattern 

to a friend, you’re in luck. This one is free. Otherwise, I hope you would buy her a copy 

instead not only so that I am paid for my work but also to support those who support 

you. It’s something I really believe in. Thanks.  

 

Supply List 

 

The bag in the cover photo was sewn using quilting cotton for both the exterior and 

lining fabrics, webbing for the handles, and co-ordinating thread for topstitching. Along 

with basic sewing supplies, you will need:   

 

________   .50 m exterior fabric 

________   .50 m lining fabric 

________   .30 m pocket fabric  

________   1.30 m of 1” wide webbing for handles 

________   1.30 m Pellon SF101 Shape Flex 20” interfacing or a similar product 

________   .50 m Pellon TP971F Thermolam Plus 45” fusible fleece or a similar product 

________   1 each 7/8” snap 

_________ 4 each 5/8” buttons 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  



 

 
 

How to print and use this pattern… 

 

All of the pattern pieces for this bag are included in this document along with step-by-

step instructions. It is designed to be printed with ½” margins to maintain the correct 

size of the templates.  Each pattern piece is made up of several sections that will be 

taped together. The sheets are labelled A1-A6 and B1-B6. Tape them together aligning 

the notches as illustrated below. You will need to cut the left margin off sheets A2-A6, 

the top margin off sheet B1, and the top and left margins off sheets B2-B6.  

 

 

Each pattern piece is labelled. The grainline is marked and the number of pieces 

required is indicated and repeated in the cutting instructions.  

 

 

  



 

 
 

Preparing Your Fabrics 

 

Fabric is pretreated at the factory with chemicals like chlorine bleach and formaldehyde to 

remove impurities and bleach it for dying and to protect it from getting dirty in transit or on 

display at the fabric store. When stitching, chemical particles are released into the air that are 

toxic to many people. Over time, they can make you quite sick. This happened to me when I 

worked in a fabric store and I highly recommend washing and drying all fabrics before beginning 

a project, ideally before they even enter your studio to maintain a safe environment. I want you 

to enjoy sewing for a very long time.  

 

Fusing & Cutting the Pieces 
 

Block fusing is when the fusible interfacing or fusible batting is fused to the fabric before 

cutting out the pieces. This is my preferred method since it deals with any potential 

shrinkage issues ahead of time. When the pieces are cut out, they are to size. I suggest 

using a pressing cloth to protect your iron. 

 

 

 

 

_____ 1. Fuse interfacing to the back of the lining fabric 

_____ 2. Fuse interfacing to the back of the pocket fabric 

_____ 3. Fuse batting to the back of the exterior fabric 

_____ 4. Cut two each of the Exterior Front & Back piece from the exterior fabric 

_____ 5. Cut two each of the Lining Front & Back piece from the lining fabric 

_____ 6. Cut one each of the Pocket piece from the pocket fabric 

_____ 7. Cut two each 25” long from the 1” webbing for the straps 

 



 

 
 

Sewing the Pocket  
 

_____ 8. Fold the pocket piece 

right sides together with the short 

edges matched. Pin each side and 

then stitch with a ½” seam 

allowance. Press the seam 

allowances open. If you have a 

point press, this will help. See 

illustration P100-4 

 

_____ 9. Turn the pocket piece 

right sides out. Use a point turner 

to get into the top corner and smooth out the seam allowance toward the center of the 

pocket. This will create a nice corner with the seam allowance acting as a support for 

square corners at the top of the pocket.  

 

_____ 10. Press to form a crisp edge at the top of the pocket. Top stitch 1/8” and 3/8” 

from the folded edge backstitching several stitches at each end - or at whatever distance 

with as many rows as you prefer. See illustration P100-4. 

 

_____ 11. Fold the pocket in half side-to-side and press to find the exact center and 

mark with a chalk line. The pocket is ready to be sewn to the lining. The bag is designed 

with one pocket. If you want two pockets, repeat the instructions to create a second 

one. This style of pocket is called a patch pocket.  

 

Sewing the Lining 

 

If you lay the lining pattern pieces over the exterior pattern pieces, you will notice that 

they are shorter and narrower at the bottom and an identical width at the top. When 

stitched together, the lining will match the exterior at the top and hang slightly above at 

the bottom eliminating a bulky bottom inside the bag. It is more accurate to have a 

smaller lining piece than to use a wider seam allowance. A wider seam allowance makes 

the depth of the lining deeper than the depth of the exterior.  

 

 

  



 

 
 

_____ 12. Fold a 1” hem to the wrong side of the 

fabric at the top of both the lining front and back 

pieces. Press in place. See illustration P100-5. 

 

_____ 13. Fold one of the lining pieces in half side-

to-side and press to find the exact center. Mark with 

a chalk line. If you are adding two pockets, repeat 

these instructions on the second lining piece. 

 

_____ 14. Using a ruler and tailor’s chalk, measure 

6” up from the bottom of one lining piece and draw 

a horizontal line. Place the pocket right sides 

together with the lining piece with the centers 

aligned, the short edges against the chalk line, and 

the top of the pocket toward the bottom of the lining 

piece as illustrated. Pin in place. See illustration 

P100-6. 

 

_____ 15. Using the edge of your presser foot as a 

guide, stitch the raw edge of the pocket to the lining. 

Trim the seam allowance to 1/8”. See illustration 

P100-6. 

 

_____ 16. Top stitch the pocket to the lining along 

the right, bottom, and left sides, stitching 1/8” away 

from the edge - or at whatever distance with as 

many rows as you prefer. This line of stitching will 

close the opening at the bottom of the pocket. See 

illustration P100-8. 

  

 

  



 

 
 

_____ 17. Match and pin together the front and 

back lining pieces along the bottom edge and 

stitch with a ½” seam allowance backstitching at 

the beginning and end of the seam. Press the 

seam allowance open. Stitching and pressing this 

seam before sewing the side seams allows for 

easier access and a better press on the seam. 

See illustration P100-9. 

 

_____ 18. With the top hem unfolded, match and 

pin together the front and back lining pieces 

along each side, and stitch with a ½” seam 

allowance backstitching at the beginning and end 

of each seam. Press the seam allowances open. 

You may find using a sleeve board or point press 

makes it easier to press these seams. I use one 

or the other for most of my pressing and do not 

have a traditional ironing board in my studio. See 

illustration P100-10. 

 

_____ 19. Refold the 1” hem toward the wrong 

side of the lining. At each of the side seams, 

carefully press in place to re-establish the crease 

that may have been removed while pressing the 

side seams. While the area is still warm and using 

a pressing cloth to protect the fabric, use a 

lightweight household hammer (or something 

similar) to hammer along the seam allowance and 

reduce its bulk. Do this on a firm surface. If you’ve 

never hammered out bulk before, you’ll be 

surprised by this “magic trick” and how well it 

works. 

 

  



 

 
 

_____ 20. Form the corners by folding the 

short seams at each bottom edge right sides 

together. Push a pin through the center of 

one seam allowance from the wrong side to 

the right side and the match it to the center 

of the opposite seam allowance pushing from 

the right side to the wrong side aligning the 

two seams exactly. Smooth the folds to the 

left and right of the matched seams getting 

the edges flat and even. Use several pins to 

hold the entire length of the seam in place. If 

this seam is stitched at an angle, it affects 

the depth of your bag as well as the shape of 

the corner and can make the bag look wonky 

and crooked. This style of corner is called a 

boxed corner. See illustration P100-11. 

 

_____ 21. Stitch the corner seams with a ½” 

seam allowance back stitching at the beginning 

and end of each seam several times and at the 

center across the bottom seam. Do not press this 

seam. This style of lining is called a drop 

in lining.  See illustration P100-12. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sewing the Exterior 

 

The exterior of this bag is sewn in a similar manner to the lining. Because it is a basic 

tote, it does not have any exterior pockets. If you wanted to add a patch pocket on the 

outside, you would repeat the earlier instructions for adding a pocket.  

  



 

 
 

 

_____ 22. Fold a 1” hem to the wrong side  

of the fabric at the top of both the exterior front 

and back pieces. Press in place and then unfold 

the hem. See illustration P100-13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____ 23. The width at the top of this piece is 17”. 

The center point is 8 ½” from each edge. At the top 

of the unfolded exterior front and back pieces, use 

a ruler and tailor’s chalk to make a mark 5” from 

each outside edge toward the middle.  There will be 

7” between marks. Each mark is 5” from the 

outside edge and 3 ½” from center. See illustration 

P100-14. 

 

 

 

 

 

_____ 24. With the inside edge of the strap 

against the mark, pin the two ends of each 

handle strap to the exterior front and back of 

the bag and baste in place ½” from the raw 

edge. See P100-15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

_____ 25. Match and pin together the front and 

back exterior pieces along the bottom edge and 

stitch with a ½” seam allowance backstitching at 

the beginning and end of the seam. Press the 

seam allowance open. See illustration P100-16. 

 

_____ 26. Match and pin together the front and 

back exterior pieces along each side, with the top 

hem unfolded, and stitch with a ½” seam 

allowance backstitching at the beginning and end 

of each seam. Press the seam allowances open. 

See illustration P100-17. 

 

_____ 27. Refold the 1” hem toward the wrong 

side of the exterior. At each of the side seams, 

carefully press in place to re-establish the crease 

that may have been removed while pressing the 

side seams. While the area is still warm, hammer 

to reduce bulk as described earlier in step 

nineteen. 

 

_____ 28. Form the corners by folding the short 

seams at the bottom edges right sides together 

matching well and smoothing as  

described in step twenty with the lining.  

 

_____ 29. Stitch the corner seams with a ½” seam 

allowance back stitching at the beginning and end 

of each seam several times and at the center across 

the bottom seam as described in step twenty-one 

for the lining. 

 

_____ 30. Turn the exterior bag right sides out, fold 

along the corner seam allowance rolling it back and 

forth between your fingers to distribute the bulk of 

the seam allowance. Press flat using a pressing 

cloth to avoid damaging the exterior fabric and then 

while the area is still warm, hammer to reduce bulk as described  

earlier in step nineteen.  

  



 

 
 

Joining the Parts 

 

_____ 31. With the hem turned to the inside, at the 

top edges of the exterior bag use two pins to hold 

the end of each handle strap in place. Two pins will 

prevent the handle from shifting. See illustration 

P100-18. 

 

_____ 32. With the exterior bag right sides out and 

the lining wrong sides out, place the lining inside 

the exterior bag making sure the top hems folded to 

the wrong side. Match the side seams and pin along 

the top edge. The straps should be visible above the top 

edge NOT hidden inside the bag. I like to pin up tight to 

each side of the handles to help them remain straight. 

See illustration P100-19. 

 

_____ 33. Stitch 1/8” and ¾” from the top edge of the 

bag holding the two sections together. While stitching 

the first 1/8” row, check when approaching each strap 

end that it is sitting straight and at a ninety-degree 

angle to the top of the bag. Backstitch once over each 

handle. With the second ¾” row of stitching, you do not 

need to backstitch.  

 

_____ 34. Find the center of each top edge. Center 

one side of the snap over the intersection of the 

center line and the ¾” stitching line on each side of 

the lining. Hand stitch in place. Start stitching with 

a knot hidden under the snap and hand stitch in 

place with three or four stitches through each hole. 

Knot off at the end and 

slip the needle between 

the lining and exterior 

fabrics exiting several 

inches away before 

trimming the thread. 

See illustration  

P100-21. 

  



 

 
 

 

_____ 35. Sew a button over each strap end to 

embellish the outside of your bag making sure to 

hide the knot under the button as described 

earlier in step thirty-four.  

 

Congratulations - your bag is finished! I hope 

you had fun making it and enjoy using it. Be 

proud of what you’ve accomplished. You made a 

one-of-a-kind bag. YES YES! Each time you make 

the bag, the steps will flow more smoothly, and 

you’ll enjoy the process more and more until  

you don’t even need the instructions anymore. And that’s just perfect! 

 

 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 


