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P120 – The Dome Bag 

 

I’ve always been attracted to bags with structure, simple shapes, and curved lines like 

The Dome Bag. Now that I’m making bags, they are the perfect blank canvas for plenty 

of fabric fun. This size – approximately 9” high by 5” deep by 18” wide – works well for 

everyday use. It could be sized up for use as a laptop case or carry-on luggage. 

 

I’d encourage you to read each section before beginning the steps. I’m a huge fan of 

efficiency, craftsmanship, and slow sewing… even with a sewing machine. I hope you’ll 

thoroughly enjoy each step of creating your bag. Sew steady, admire the stitches as you 

go, and press carefully. Pat your fabric, celebrate small successes, and let making the 

bag nurture you. Most of us don’t need another bag as much as we need another 

creative journey.  

 

- Myrna 

 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

About Bags by Myrna  

 

It’s early fall 2022 and I’ve been working on the business - Bags by Myrna - since April. 

Everything is new and it has been a huge, yet fun, learning curve. This pattern is 

especially exciting as it’s the first one to be for sale.  

 

The Basic Boxed Tote, a free pattern, is already available by subscribing to my blog at 

www.bagsbymyrna.com. Several of the steps in this bag have been illustrated in videos 

on my YouTube channel – Bags by Myrna. You’ll find them through the Toolbox 

Techniques playlist. Currently, I post once a week with both a video and a blog post that 

are compatible but not identical. I talk about life, creativity, and bag making 

 

Please respect the copyright on this pattern. If you want to teach this pattern, purchase 

a copy for each student. If you want to give it to a friend, please buy them a copy. Not 

only would I appreciate being paid for my work, but I also believe it’s important to 

support those who support us so they can continue to do so. Thank you.  

  

https://www.bagsbymyrna.com/subscribe
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7v04Mc0zNcX4kF8yD24sCQ


 

Supply List  

 

I created this bag using quilting cotton for the exterior, lining, and pocket fabrics. The 

zipper pocket fabric is not visible unless the zipper is open. The slip pocket fabric is 

visible and can match or contrast with the lining fabric. Each amount is listed separately. 

The handles were purchased. I used fusible foam and fusible interfacing to add 

structure. If you do not have the exact product listed, a similar one should work. I 

believe in using what you already have in stash as much as possible. Along with basic 

sewing supplies, you will need:   

 

________   1.10 (1.20 yards) meters exterior fabric  

________   1.10 meters (1.20 yards) lining fabric  

________   .40 meter (0.45 yard) zipper pocket fabric  

________   .30 meter (0.35 yard) slip pocket fabric  

________   1.10 meters (1.20 yards) Pellon FF78F1 Flex Foam fusible foam 

________   1.10 meters (1.20 yards) Pellon SF101 Shape Flex 20” fusible interfacing  

________   1 pair of 24” purchased handles 

________ 1 each 12” or longer #3 fashion zipper for pocket 

________ 1 each 37” or longer #4.5 or #5 double pull bag zipper 

________   4 purse feet 

________   a remnant of a firm interfacing at least 2 ½” x 6” for zipper tabs 

  



 

How to print and use this pattern… 

 

The pattern pieces are included in this file, after the step-by-step instructions. It is 

designed to be printed with ½” margins and no scaling to maintain correct sizing. Each 

pattern piece is made up of several sections that will be taped together. The sheets are 

labelled A1-A6 and B1-B6. Tape them together by aligning the notches as illustrated 

below. Each pattern piece is labelled. The number of pieces required is indicated both on 

the pattern piece and repeated in the cutting instructions below. 

 

 

 

 

Preparing Your Fabrics 

 

Fabric is pretreated at the factory with chemicals, like chlorine bleach and formaldehyde, 

to remove impurities and bleach it for dying, and to protect it from getting dirty in 

transit or when on display at the fabric store. When stitching, toxic particles are released 

into the air. Over time, they can make you quite sick. This happened to me when I 

worked in a fabric store and I highly recommend pre-washing all of your fabrics before 

beginning a project, ideally before they enter your studio, to maintain a safe 

environment.  

 

  



 

Fusing & Cutting the Pieces 
 

Block fusing is when the 

fusible interfacing, foam, or 

batting is adhered to the 

back of the fabric before 

cutting out the pieces. This is 

my preferred method since it 

deals with any potential 

shrinkage ahead of time. 

When the pieces are cut out, 

they are accurate and to size.  

 

_____ before fusing, cut each piece of fusible foam or interfacing at least ½” bigger on 

all sides than the size required for the specific pattern piece to eliminate waste. 

 

_____ fuse foam to the back of the exterior fabric  

_____ fuse interfacing to the back of the lining fabric 

_____ fuse interfacing to the back of the zipper pocket fabric 

_____ fuse interfacing to the back of the slip pocket fabric 

_____ cut two each of the Front & Back piece from the exterior fabric 

_____ cut two each of the Front & Back piece from the lining fabric 

_____ cut one each of the Zipper Pocket piece from the zipper pocket fabric 

_____ cut one each of the Slip Pocket piece from the slip pocket fabric 

_____ cut two each 1 ¼” x 6” strips of firm interfacing for the zipper tabs (step 74) 

_____ cut two each 2” x 7” strips of the lining fabric for finishing the lining corners 

_____ cut two each 2” x 7” strips of the exterior fabric for the zipper tabs (step 40) 

 

Seam Allowances 

The seam allowance along the top curved edge with the zipper should be no wider than 

¼”. I find it easier and more accurate to use the edge of the presser foot as my seam 

guide. If you do not have a ¼” presser foot, adjust the needle position so you can use 

the edge of whichever presser foot will work best for you. For the zipper pocket and the 

slip pocket, you can use the edge of your regular presser foot. For me, that was 3/8”.  

   

  



 

 

Prepping the Exterior Pieces 

 

 

_____ 1. Finishing the edges of the exterior pieces (backed 

with fusible foam) will make them easier to work with in the 

following steps. Using a medium width zigzag and a 

regular stitch length, zigzag around all the edges including 

the corner notches. (P120-4) 

 

_____ 2. To prep the curves of the exterior pieces for 

inserting the zipper in a later step, make a line of stitching 

slightly within your seam allowance. I do this by moving 

the needle position a few clicks toward the raw edge. 

Later, this line of stitching will be used as a guideline. It 

should be slightly less than ¼” from the raw edge.  

 

Sewing the Interior Zippered Pocket 

Any time there is a pocket in a bag, it’s an excellent place to use scraps or to have fun 

with fabrics, perhaps to practice your colour, print, or texture combining skills. I have a 

container of fabrics in my studio left over from other projects that I can use for pockets.  

 

_____ 3. On the wrong side of one of 

the lining pieces, mark a line from center 

top to center bottom. (P120-5) 

 

_____ 4. Draw one perpendicular line 

2 ½” down from the top of the lining 

piece and another 3/8” away or 2 7/8” 

from the top of the lining piece. 

 

_____ 5. Draw two vertical lines each 

4” from center creating clearly defined 

corners on the resulting rectangle.  

_____ 6. Draw a dash line 1 ½” from the 

top of the lining piece. This will be used to 

align the top of the zipper pocket piece.  

 

P120-4 

P120-5 



 

 

To make sure that the zippered opening is as 

accurate as possible when visible from the 

right side, I choose to draw these lines on 

lining piece instead of on the pocket fabric as 

is more common. 

 

_____ 7. Press a horizontal crease along the 

dash line and a vertical crease along the 

center line of the lining piece. These will be the 

placement lines for the zipper pocket piece.  

 

_____ 8. Fold the zipper pocket piece in half 

lengthwise to find the center and press a 

crease. This is indicated by a dash line on the                                                                                                         

pattern piece.  

 

_____ 9. With right sides together, align the crease on 

the zipper pocket piece with the center crease on the 

lining piece AND at the same time, align the top edge of 

the zipper pocket piece with the horizontal crease on the 

lining piece. Pin securely in place to prevent shifting. 

(P120-6) Flip over to work from the opposite side with the 

markings. 

_____ 10. Read this step completely before beginning. 

The opening for the zippered pocket is created by 

stitching on the drawn rectangle. Start stitching about ¾” 

away from the top left corner using a regular stitch 

length. Do not backstitch. - - - Stop stitching about ¾” 

away from the next corner. - - - Reduce the stitch length 

to 1.5mm and continue stitching, stopping exactly at the 

corner. (P120-7) - - - Turn and stitch the narrow end of the 

rectangle stopping exactly at the next corner. - - - Turn 

and stitch for about ¾” before returning to a regular 

stitching length. - - - Continue stitching to the next corner 

repeating these steps to complete the rectangle. Back 

stitch at the end or pull the thread ends to the wrong side 

and knot. (P120-8) 

 

_____ 11. Press to set the stitches and to remove the 

creases from the lining and pocket pieces. 

  

P120-6 

P120-7 

P120-8 

P120-6 



 

 

_____ 12. Cut a slit down the center of the 

stitched rectangle stopping approximately ¾” from 

each end. Clip diagonally toward each corner 

stopping approximately 1/8” short of the corner. 
(P120-9) 

 

_____ 13. On all four corners, insert a sharp seam 

ripper next to the corner stitches on the inside of 

the stitched rectangle and cut forward to meet the 

diagonal clip. (P120-10) Press to set the stitches. 

 

_____ 14. Working from the right side, press the 

pocket fabric toward the opening along each side.  
(P120-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____ 15. Turn the pocket fabric to the 

wrong side and carefully press along each 

side of the rectangular opening. There 

should be no puckers in the corners and 

the pocket fabric should lay flat and even 

along the back of the lining piece. If there 

are puckers that will not press out, you 

may need to clip closer to - but not through - the stitched corners. This could be as little 

as one more thread and will make a huge difference. 

 

Note: The zipper will be centered in the opening in the following steps. There are 

several ways to do that such as using a glue stick, basting tape, basting thread, or 

pinning. My preference is to pin as it allows me to make small adjustments as I’m 

stitching the zipper in place. Please use whichever method you prefer. 

P120-9 

 

P120-10 

P120-11 



 

 

 

_____ 16. Center the zipper under the opening with several inches extending beyond 

the opening in each direction. The zipper pull should be to the left on the outside of the 

rectangular opening and not visible. Pin the zipper in place following a clockwise 

direction so you can easily remove the pins as you approach them.  

 

_____ 17. Using a zipper foot and a 1/8” seam allowance, begin stitching in the top left 

corner of the rectangular opening. Use a regular stitch length. Stitch to the corner, turn, 

stitch to the next corner, turn, stitch to the next corner, and stop with the needle down. 
(P120-12) 

 

_____ 18. Reach underneath and slide the zipper pull forward so that it is now within 

the opening. Turn, stitch to the next corner, turn, take several stitches to overlap the 

starting stitches and then backstitch or pull the thread ends to the wrong side and knot. 
(P120-13) 

 

 

_____ 19. Fold the zipper pocket up 

with right sides together aligning the 

edges. Pin. Stitch around the outside 

edge to finish the pocket. I use the 

edge of my presser foot as a seam 

guide. (P120-14) 

_____ 20. Trim the ends of the zipper 

even with the pocket piece. 

  

P120-12 P120-13 

P120-14 



 

Sewing the Slip Pocket 

 

_____ 21. Stitch the short edges of the 

slip pocket piece right sides together using 

the edge of the presser foot as a seam 

guide. This creates a tube. Press the seam 

allowance open.  

  

_____ 22. Shift the tube to roughly center 

the seam and pin the top edge of the 

pocket right sides together.  

 

_____ 23. Stitch using the edge of the 

presser foot as a seam guide. Press to set 

the stitches. (P120-15) Do NOT clip 

the corners. 

 

_____ 24. Turn the pocket right sides out. Use a point turner or similar tool to gently 

push the corners square. Because there is no bulk from a seam in the corners, they will 

be crisp and square. Not clipping the corners provide structure and support for the top 

edge. Press.  

_____ 25. Add one or two rows of top stitching to the top edge of the pocket 

approximately 1/8” and 3/8” from the finished edge or as desired.  

 

_____ 26. Fold the second lining 

piece in half right sides together or 

use the center line indicated on the 

pattern piece to press a vertical 

center crease.  

 

_____ 27. Using a ruler and chalk 

marker, draw a horizontal line on the 

right side of the lining piece 4 ¼” 

from the bottom.  

 

_____ 28. With the seam facing up, 

align the bottom (raw) edge of the 

pocket with the chalk line centering 

the pocket over the vertical crease. 

Stitch in place using the edge of the 

presser foot as a guide. (P120-16) 

P120-15 

 

P120-16 



 

 

 

 

_____ 29. Press to set the stitches. This will act like a 

paper crease to get a neat turn. Trim off approximately 

half of the seam allowance. (P120-17) 

 

_____ 30. Fold the slip pocket up toward the top of the 

lining piece. Press in place. Pin along the sides.  

 

 

 

_____ 31. Starting at the top 

right corner and stitching 

clockwise, topstitch the pocket 

to the lining using a 1/8” seam 

allowance. Backstitch at the 

beginning and end to 

strengthen the opening. (P120-

18) 

 

_____ 32. Add a second row of 

stitching along the bottom of 

the pocket about ¼” from the 

finished edge, or wider if necessary, to encase the raw edges. 

  

P120-17 

P120-18 

 



 

 

Attaching the Handles 

_____ 33. On the wrong side, mark the 

center top and bottom of each exterior 

pieces and draw a vertical line to connect. 

The center line is indicated on the pattern 

piece.  

 

_____ 34. Draw a horizontal line 3 ½” from 

the top of the bag. 

 

_____ 35. Make a mark 4” left and right of 

the intersecting point. (P120-19)                                                                                                  

 

_____ 36. Cut a length of sturdy thread 

such as upholstery or topstitching thread 

or use a decorative thread like DMC pearl 

cotton. Thread a needle and knot both 

ends together. Starting on the wrong side 

of the exterior piece, come up through one 

of the intersecting points marked in the 

previous step and through the bottom hole 

of one strap end.  

_____ 37. Straighten the strap end so the 

top is square to the top of the bag. Make a 

stitch from the center hole to the hole on  

the right and then from the center hole 

to the hole on the left. (P120-20) 

 

_____ 38. On the back, jump to the second hole from 

the top on the left side and make a stitch from that 

hole to the top hole. Repeat on the right side. 

Continue stitching the handle to the bag. When you 

reach the end, add another stitch at the top on each 

side to strengthen the top of the strap end.  

 

_____ 39. Repeat these steps for the other three strap 

ends. (P120-21) 

  

P120-19 

P120-20 

P120-21 



 

 

Inserting the Zipper  

 

If you are using zipper by the yard, add the zipper pulls now 

making sure that they are facing each other.  

 

_____ 40. If not already cut, cut two pieces 1 ¼” wide by 6” 

long from firm interfacing and two rectangles 2” wide by 7” 

long from the exterior fabric.  

 

_____ 41. Fuse the interfacing pieces to the center of the 

wrong side of each exterior rectangle. 

 

_____ 42. Press under ½” along one narrow end on each 

strip creating a finished edge.  

 

_____ 43. Using a 37” zipper, position one zipper tab at each 

end with the right side up and the interfaced section centered 

over the zipper teeth. Pin to hold in place. 

 

_____ 44. Top stitch 1/8” from the folded edge and then 

baste along the side and bottom edges to secure the 

rectangle. (P120-22) 

 

______ 45. Trim the raw edges  

even with the zipper tape.  

_____ 46. Fold the zipper in 

half lengthwise to find and 

mark the center point.   

_____ 47. Align the center of 

the zipper right sides together 

with the center top edge of 

one of the exterior pieces. Pin 

in place working from the 

center toward the sides. You’ll 

find it easier to stitch the 

zipper in place if you use a lot 

of pins particularly around the 

curves. (P120-23) 

  

P120-22 

P120-23 

P120-23 



 

 

 

 

_____ 48. Check to make sure that the 

same amount of zipper tape extends off 

each side. (P120-24) 

 

_____ 49. Baste the zipper to the bag 

exterior by stitching within the seam 

allowance. Slide the zipper pulls out of the 

way as you reach them by stopping with the 

needle down. Lift the presser foot, move the 

pulls, lower the presser foot, and continue 

stitching.  

 

 

 

 

_____ 50. Repeat these steps to baste the 

opposite side of the zipper to the second 

exterior piece.  

_____ 51. Make short snips into the seam 

allowance around the corners being careful 

not to cut beyond the visible stitching from 

step 2. This will help to create smooth 

curves on the finished bag. (P120-25) 

 

  

P120-24 

P120-25 

P120-24 



 

 

Adding the Lining 

 

_____ 52. Place one side of the lining 

right sides together with one side of the 

exterior sandwiching the zipper in-

between. Align the ends and center 

points and pin together. It is easier to 

pin around the corners if you cup the 

edge of the piece with a slight curve. 

Pin from the wrong side so that the row 

of stitching from step two is visible. If 

needed, clip the edges of the lining 

within the seam allowance. (P120-26)  

_____ 53. Using a zipper foot, stitch the 

layers together by stitching on or slightly to the inside 

of the line of stitching made in step two. This is a ¼” 

seam allowance. (P120-27) 

 

_____ 54. Turn the bag and lining wrong sides 

together. Match and pin along the bottom edge to pull 

the lining tight. Do NOT baste the bottom edge closed 

or you will need to remove the stitches in a later step.  

 

_____ 55. Repeat steps 52 to 54 with the opposite side 

of the bag exterior.   
 

Finishing the Bag  

 

_____ 56. With the zipper 

open, roll the top edge 

between your fingers to 

distribute the seam allowance. 

You can also pull on the zipper 

tape slightly. Use clips or pins 

to secure the edge and top 

stitch 1/8” away from the 

seam. You will get better 

results by top stitching with a 

sharp needle. (P120-28) 

P120-26 

P120-27 

P120-28 

P120-27 



 

 

_____ 57. Repeat step fifty-six on the other 

side of the bag.  

 

_____ 58. At each end of the zipper, trim the 

zipper tab square with the edge. 

 

_____ 59. Pin and baste the exterior and 

lining layers together from inside corner to 

inside corner. Do NOT turn the corner or you 

will need to remove those stitches in the 

next step. (P120-29) 

 

 

_____ 60. Fold one side of the bottom at the 

corner right sides together toward the zipper. 
(P120-30)  

 

_____ 61. Make a mark on the back of the 

exterior piece where the center of the zipper is 

and measure the distance between that mark 

and the bottom raw edge of the exterior piece. 

For my bag, the distance was ½”. The distance 

of your bag may differ. (P120-31) 

 

_____ 62. With the lining out of the way, pin 

the bottoms of the bag right 

sides together and stitch using 

a seam allowance equal to the 

distance measured in step 61.  

For me, that was ½”. Your 

measurement may differ.  

 

_____ 63.  Press the seam 

allowance open and top stitch 

on both sides of the bottom 

seam allowance if desired. 

  

P120-29 

P120-30 

P120-31 P120-31 

P120-29 



 

 

_____ 64. On the wrong side of the 

exterior bag, make a mark 3” from the 

outside edge and 1” from the bottom 

seam in each of the four bottom corners. 

These are for the purse feet. (P120-32) 

 

_____ 65. Using an awl, create a hole 

working from the wrong side to the right 

side of the exterior. Repeat in the 

opposite direction to make sure the hole 

is neat and clean through all layers. 

 

_____ 66. Insert the purse feet through 

the holes from the right side to the wrong  

side. Open the prongs and push the ends firmly to hold the feet in place.  

 

_____ 67.  Use packing tape or fuse a scrap piece of interfacing over the prongs to 

protect the lining fabric from any sharp edges.  

 

_____ 68. Match and pin the 

bottom edge of one side of the 

lining to the opposite edge of the 

(pressed open) seam allowance on 

the exterior fabric. (P120-33) 

 

_____ 69. Baste the edges together 

within the seam allowance. (P120-

34) Baste by hand or by machine as 

desired. 

 

_____ 70. On the remaining side  

of the lining fabric, press under  

along the bottom edge the distance 

measured in step 61. For me, that  

was ½”. Your measurement may 

differ.  

 

_____ 71. Pin to hold and slip stitch 

the seam closed.  

 

 

  

P120-32 

P120-33 

P120-34 P120-34 

P120-33 



 

 

_____ 72. Fold one corner of the 

bag right sides together matching 

the zipper with the bottom seam.  

Smooth the folds to the left and 

right to get flat, even edges. Pin 

securely to hold the entire length 

of the seam in place. (P120-35) This 

style of corner is called a boxed 

corner.  

 

_____ 73. Baste the seam closed 

by stitching within the seam 

allowance.  

 

 

_____ 74. Working with a 2” x 7” strip of lining fabric, 

pin and stitch it to the corner using the edge of the 

presser foot as a guide.  

 

_____ 75. Fold the strip sewn in step 74 over the 

seam allowance and press in place and around to the 

back. (P120-36) Fold in each end and press square to 

the end of the seam. Trim any excess as needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

_____ 76. Fold under the long edge 

aligning the fold with the visible 

stitches from step 74. Slip stitch in 

place. (P120-37) 

 

 

  

P120-35 

P120-36 

P120-37 

P120-36 



 

 

 

_____ 77. Top stitch the corner seam 

stitching 1/8” from the folded edge. 

(P120-38) Repeat on the opposite 

corner. 

 

_____ 78. Turn the bag right sides 

out and push the corners out square. 

Close the zipper. Dangle the bag by 

the handles, admire, and celebrate. 

YES YES! Just one more step and 

you’re done. 

 

_____ 79. To reduce bulk and achieve a crisp turn at the corners of the exterior bag, 

flatten the corner seam with the bottom of the bag on top and visible. Press the seam 

using a pressing cloth to protect the fabric. AND THEN… while the fabric is still warm… 

use a household hammer (or something similar) to hammer and flatten the bulk.  

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS - your bag is finished! What fun! Enjoy using it and be proud of 

what you’ve accomplished. You have made a one-of-a-kind bag! This bag is a wonderful 

design to use as a blank canvas for playful experimentations. Mix up the textures, 

prints, and colours. Add details with topstitching, hardware, or zipper choices. Have fun. 

Play. Enjoy the process and see what happens. Each time you make the bag, the steps 

will become easier and you’ll enjoy the process even more. Eventually, you won’t need 

the instructions at all and that’s just perfect! 

P120-38 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  


